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Dear PTA Friends,   

 I began my letter 

in the first edition of our 

Newsletter thanking all 

of you for your support 

and help in getting the 

school year off to a 

good start.  I spoke 

about the importance of 

working together with 

our teachers, adminis-

trators and school board 

and how I believed that 

ñTogether We Can 

Make a Differenceò.  

PTA Council made a lot 

of gains this year and 

everyone should feel 

proud because it was a 

combined effort!  We 

achieved the goals we 

set and worked well as 

a cohesive unit.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

making a difference in 
my life.    

I feel blessed to 
live in such a caring 
community and thank 
you call for your dedica-
tion to each other, to me 
and to PTA.                                                                 
 I wish everyone 
a healthy and relaxing 
summer! 

Sincerely, 

     Linda Gould 

PTA Council President  

      When I wrote my 

welcome letter in the 

fall I had no way to 

know how significant 

my own words would 

be or how they would 

impact my personal life.  

During this difficult 

time, you all rallied to 

my side, to help and 

support me and my 

family.  PTA friends, 

teachers, administra-

tors and Board of Ed 

members alike -- every-

one has been there, 

PURPOSES OF THE  PTA 

 To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school, community, and 

place of worship.  

 To raise the standards of home life. 

 To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children and youth. 

 To bring into closer relation the home and the school, that parents and teachers may 

cooperate intelligently in the education of children and youth. 

 To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will 

secure for all children and youth the highest advantages in physical, mental, social, 

and spiritual education. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

Presidentôs Message 1 

Purposes of the PTA 1 

Know Your Officers 2 

Blood Drive 3 

School Notes 4 - 7 

Curriculum 7 -  8 

PTA Info & Events 9 

ñThe way a team plays 

as a whole determines 

its success. You may 

have the greatest bunch 

of individual stars in the 

world, but if they don't 

play  together, the club 

won't be worth a dime.ò         

                 ~ Babe Ruth  
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WHAT A WONDERFUL  WAY  TO SHOW YOU CARE -  BY DONATING  BLOOD, WHICH  IS  THE  

GIFT  OF LIFE  TO SO MANY  PEOPLE! 

 

 The Spring Blood Drive, held May 4th at POBMS was a success. We collected 59 pints of blood 
which could save over 200 lives. Thank you to all who donated, made phone calls and helped to 
spread the word.  

 Donation does not stop with our blood drive as LI Blood Services is in constant need of blood. 
Please continue to donate throughout the year and be sure to use our school code #12059.  

 For all of you who were able to be there, and all those who were unable to come down too, ï 
mark your calendars for our winter blood drive on December 7 th, 2009. Letôs keep the workers at LI 
Blood Service busy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    ~ Debra Aronoff  and Colleen Mack-Savino                                                                                                                          

       Blood Drive Chairpeople 

 

òI am only one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, 

but I can do something.   And I will not let what I cannot 

do interfere with what I can do.ó   

      ~ Edward Everett Hale  
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    PARKWAY ELEMENTARY  

 As school yearõs end approaches, PTA is busier 

than ever.  We are so proud to report that $1,200 was 

raised for the Jordan Abramowitz Foundation. Thank you 

all who donated!  Weõve had very successful events, like 

movie night, a profitable book fair, and òLadiesõ Night 

Outó. The project of pre-packaged supplies is successful 

too and  the children had fun learning to make healthy 

choices during nutrition month. 

 PTA purchased a traffic light   for 

the lunch room.  It is a fun way to teach 

the children to relax and spend 10 minutes 

of quiet meal time every day.  We wished a 

happy retirement to Mrs. Feigenbaum, dur-

ing our staff appreciation luncheon. Thanking her for the 

past 35 years of hard work and cooperation with PTA!  

We look forward to field day, the 4th grade events, in-

cluding the end of the year trip, carnival day, spring con-

cert, family picnic and moving up day!  We will be hand-

ing out memory books to the children, courtesy of PTA. 

 Congratulations 4th graders!  Have a blast at  

Mattlin!  I bid goodbye; itõs been a pleasure to serve you.  

Thanks to 1st VP, Amy Max, my Executive Board and all 

the  volunteers.  Letõs welcome Co-Presidents Jon Pol-

lard & Debbie Edelstein, who along with their First VP, 

Natalie Drebsky will be sure to carry on a united PTA.  

Lastly, please continue to visit our website 

www.parkwaypta.webptn.com for information.             

                  Happy summer! 

      ~Olga Portnoy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Notes 
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OLD BETHPAGE ELEMENTARY  

April and May have seen a lot of activity at our 
school.  In April, Michael Fairchild spoke to our 4th grade 
about the Galapagos Islands and at 
the end of the month, the entire 
school went on a fossil dig courtesy 
of Dinosaur's Rock. The beginning 
of May brought everyone our sec-
ond annual Variety Show, a truly 
amazing event.  The children were 
fabulous!  We had a wonderful team of volunteers work-
ing on various show committees, some of whom didn't 
even have a child in the show. And a big thank you to the 
parents of the children participating in the acts who 
coached and encouraged them along the way.  The Vari-
ety show was a tremendous collaboration of volunteerism 
at its best. 

  Also in May, Legislator Dave Mejias visited with 

our 4th grade to talk to them about how a law gets   en-
acted.   

  Coming up in June are our Family 

Picnic, 4th grade breakfast, our 4th Grade 
Legacy Garden dedication, the Ducks 
game (it's great working and going with 
the other elementary schools!) and the 

distribution of our yearbooks. Our committees and volun-
teers who help with Field Day and our grade picnics, 
along with all of the committees that have run during the 
year, are among the best there is.  From the beginning to 
the end of the year, they have all been so dedicated, for 
which I thank you so much.  

   I would be remiss if I didn't congratulate our own 
Diane Collins on becoming Mattlin's President next year. 
They've got one of our best! 

  As you may know, Dr. Bennardo will be retiring at 
the end of this school year.  This will be a loss to me, to 
our PTA and especially, to our children.  She has been a 
major supporter of PTA.  When  we wanted to squeeze in 
a couple of more Arts-in-Ed programs, she found the time 
for us to do so, and rearranged some scheduling so it 
could be done.  Please join me in wishing her well.  

  The Old Bethpage PTA wishes everyone a happy 

and safe summer! 

 

~Debbie Baer 

 

http://www.parkwaypta.webptn.com/
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    It is hard to believe that the school year is coming to an end. We had a busy 
spring with PARP, book fair, author visit, parentsô night out, staff appreciation and 
field day. Our fourth grade volleyball team played against the teachers and staff. The 
game was enjoyed by all. We still have many exciting events at Stratford Road. We 
look forward to our family picnic and circus night where our fourth graders are the 
performers. As our fourth graders move on, we hope that they will always have fond 
memories of Stratford Road. 

     I am grateful to all of the parents and staff of Stratford Road for their tremendous 
support, encouragement and assistance throughout the school year. I extend my 
thanks to all of the parents who have volunteered their time to make this school year 
a great place for our children. Best wishes to each of 
you and your family for a safe, happy and healthy 
summer! See you in September! 

 

 

School Notes 
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K INDERGARTEN  CENTER  

Kindergarten Kids Say Goodbye!  

PASADENA ELEMENTARY   

Spring was a very busy time for Pasadena.  Our 

Parentõs Night Out at Santa Fe Tequila was a huge suc-

cess.  The company was great and the food was awe-

some. We had our Plant Sale for Motherõs Day fol-

lowed by our Family Planting where Pasadena families 

got together and planted the remaining plants in the 

front of the school.  The school looks great and the 

kids had lots of fun!  

We had a successful Talent Show where chil-

dren from all grades performed 

songs and danced to 50õs and 60õs 

themed music.  We raised money 

for the Jordan Abramowitz Foun-

dation there as well.  

The kids had lots of fun on 

Field Day.  The weather was a bit 

chilly but that didnõt stop them from performing their 

best and enjoying themselves. Coming up is our Grade 

4 Party and the Newspaper Café, our Fourth Grade 

Quiz Show and Moving Up Day!  

                       

~ Adrienne Aldorisio 

 

~Vivian Chen Biggins 

     As our kindergartners prepare for 

orientation at their home school as well 

as Moving Up Day in June, they can cer-

tainly look back and say, òTime flies when you are 

having fun!ó Kindergarten is a year full of fun firsts: 

first day of school, first ride on the bus, first assem-

bly program, first school lunch, first book fair, first 

community service  project, first field day, and 

now...first grade! 

     It has certainly been a memorable and exciting 

year that they will always cherish. Thanks to the 

generosity and support of all the parents, PTA is 

happy to have sponsored many of these òfirstsó at 

the Kindergarten Center for the children to experi-

ence.  Have a wonderful summer vacation and good 

luck next year!       

        ~ Karen Greiss  

       STRATFORD ROAD ELEMENTARY 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gfxcomments.com/media/20/Cat-waving-hi-X36R5H4OCE.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.myspace.com/colincol&usg=__mqG_O7t1Qga2YvKIxu29E1CYwaI=&h=309&w=400&sz=136&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=TuXujGCqdiC34M:&tbnh=96&tbnw=124&p
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Hello again from Mattlin! Itõs so hard to believe that the end 

of the year is here already. It feels like the first day of school was just 

yesterday! Mattlin has had so much going on recently. Our produc-

tion of òWilly Wonkaó was a huge success and we are very proud of 

our Drama Cadets for turning out such a wonderful performance. 

These students truly gave it their all and it was greatly appreciated by 

their audience. Our Mothers and Fathers Day Boutique was also very 

successful and I would like to thank all of those involved in planning 

such a great event for our children.   

On May 27th Mattlinõs administration presented their first 

òDancing with the Teachersó event. It was so well attended and it was 

lovely to see all of the students, faculty, and staff out 

there cheering on our dancers. I hope that was the 

beginning of a new tradition!   

At our last PTA meeting our slate of officers for the 

2009/2010 school year was voted on. I would like to 

congratulate all who were elected to serve and I wish 

you the best of luck and much success in your future endeavors.  

I would also like to take this last opportunity to say thank 

you to my executive board members for supporting me during my 

two years as PTA president and for your continued support to the 

children of Mattlin Middle School. It has been a privilege working with 

all of you. I would also like to thank THE BEST administration for 

their continued support of our PTA and of me. To Mr. Mittleman, Mr. 

Schwartz, and Ms. Fox, thank you so much for making my experience 

at Mattlin unforgettable. I will always remember you and wish you all 

continued success.   

Thank you so much. It has been my honor to serve as Mat-

tlinõs president. Have a great summer!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

Happenings at POBJFK High School  
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    P.O.B. MIDDLE SCHOOL     
 As we wind down to the end of the year itõs hard to 

believe it went by so quickly.   POBMS recently completed our 

Book Fair, 5th and 6th grade spring pictures, and Motherõs Day 

Plant Sale.  The student government raised money for the 

American Heart Association in an event called Hoops for 

Heart.  Students had people pledge money to the American 

Heart Association and the top ten fundraisers shot baskets 

against staff members.   

 We were just òUnder the Seaó for our Staff Appre-

ciation luncheon.   Our faculty dined on sandwiches, salads 

and sushi as well as a plethora of desserts.  The faculty lounge 

was converted into an ocean oasis complete with a merman 

and two mermaids (also known as Dr. Metzendorf, Mrs. War-

tel and Ms. DeLessio).  There was a giant octopus and fish 

hanging from the ceiling. 

 We are getting ready to handout T-Shirts and Year-

books to our 8th graders and preparing for their gradua-

tion.   Although we are sad to see them go 

we wish them luck next year in POBJFK!   

 Our very best wishes and con-

gratulations to Dr. Metzendorf on his re-

cently announced retirement! 

 Here is wishing everyone a safe 

and happy summer.                       

 ~Kathy Rea                                           

 
~Leigh Mertz 

MATTLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 As the year comes to a close, we congratulate our graduating seniors, and wish them luck in all of 

their future endeavors. We look forward to welcoming the Class of 2013 in the fall. We invite incoming par-

ents to our last PTA meeting of this year on June 11 th .                                                                                  

 So much is happening at POBJFK, including Junior Gala, Senior Prom, honor society inductions, 

awards nights, concerts, student government elections, Regents and finals, and of course,  graduation on 

June 28th. PTA is proud to host the Sign and Dine on June 12 th , when the seniors receive their year-

books.  PTA would like to congratulate the cast and crew of ñRent ï School Editionò on a fabulous produc-

tion.                                                                                                                                                                       

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents who contribute their time and talents 

to POBJFK PTA. We couldn't have as strong an organization without all of you. Personally, I appreciate the 

friendship you have all given me through the years. It means a lot to me.. Special thanks to Mr. Murray, 

Mr. Sena, Mr. Dallara and Mr. Silkowitz for always  considering parents as partners.                                      

 Finally, I would like to thank PTA Council,  our fellow  PTA units, and the community for their support 

of our College Awards campaign.   With your help, we were able to give 11 deserving seniors awards of 

$1,200 each.                                                                                                                                                      

 To find out more of what is going on at the high school, please visit the PTA website      

   at  www.POBJFKPTA.com        

              -  Amy Pierno  

http://www.pobjfkpta.com/
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 SEPTA has continued its busy spring with our Fun Day at Adventureland in April.  In addition, we 
had speakers such as Marilee Shannon, an advocate, and Linda Bruno, our outgoing Assistant Superinten-
dent of Curriculum.  Dr. Bruno spoke about reading programs in the district and the progress that is being 
made extending instruction from kindergarten to twelfth grade. 

   We will be presenting our scholarship awards to six outgoing seniors this month and are proud to 
continue our work on behalf of students with disabilities in the community.  We look forward to another 
good year providing advocacy, support, and information to families in the POB community. 

 

        

                                        ~ Emily Schulman and David Kralstein 

       www.pobsepta.homestead.com 

 

 

SEPTA  
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        The last curriculum meeting focused on technology.  Mr. Guy Lodico, Director of 
Technology began by explaining the  history of how our award-winning school district 
website evolved over 11 years ago with the help of high school students.  The presen-
tation was interactive and informative, exposing many interesting secrets.  One exam-
ple is that if you click on the American flag on the home page it will bring you to infor-
mation about the current U.S. president.  

Mr. Lodico was very open to parent suggestions and feedback. Some topics discussed included: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Navigating and updating the website 

 Possibly changing the face of the home page 

 Encouraging parents to use the website as a source of district information more frequently 

 Building community awareness about our website and the info they can get from it 

 Enhancing classroom Internet usage  

                                                                                                       ~Lisa Mintz 

               
ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM 

http://www.pobsepta.homestead.com
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  MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

 

This month the Middle School Curriculum     

Committee was fortunate to meet with all of our chair 

people as well as our middle school principals and 

our H.S. Principal. The discussion was on interdisci-

plinary research skills across grades 5-8. 

            In 5th grade the basic skills needed for re-

search to begin in later years is being taught through.a 

CEU. Parents brought to their attention that many 

special ed students as well as AIS students do not 

have the opportunity to take CEUs. The administra-

tors will be exploring ways for those students to be 

exposed to that curriculum through collaborative 

teacher, resource room, AIS teacher, or through some 

other means.  

           These skills will then be embedded into the 6th 

grade curriculum. Parents asked how we can support 

these skills at home. Perhaps including the informa-

tion in the Middle school guide will be helpful. 

           In 7th grade, students will build on skills by 

learning how to pick a topic, learning how to use the 

internet effectively, and learning how to brainstorm 

with classmates. 

           In 8th grade students will do actual research 

with the support of their classroom teachers as well as 

Joyce Barry, our science chair. 

           Other Curriculum News: For the first time 

ever, both middle schools have the same summer 

reading list and students in ALL grades will be re-

sponsible for summer reading. 

          Our ELA results are in, and our students did 

great. Parents should receive the scores soon. 

         We would like to thank Linda Bruno for two 

years of actively listening to our curriculum concerns, 

and acting to resolve issues. I'd like to also thank the 

parents who have participated in this committee as 

well as our middle school principals for our active 

discussions and working together as a group. 

 

                             ~ Cheryl Dender  

 

CURRICULUM COMMITTEES  
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HIGH SCHOOL  

  

 The HS Curriculum had a very productive year. 
We broadened our committee this year to include the 
High School Guidance Chairperson, and the Assistant 
PPS Director.  It has been valuable to have this repre-
sentation as any questions raised were able to be an-
swered on the spot. It also helped close the gap be-
tween regular and special education. We appreciate 
the input and support that Nick Amato and Sandy 
Steinberg gave us. 

 Thanks to all of our committee members,     
parents and administrators alike, for your commitment 
and time. Working cooperatively and as a unit, we were 
able to explore and address varying curriculum con-
cerns.  

 We wish the best to Linda Bruno as she leaves 
Plainview Old Bethpage. She helped make our meet-
ings a forum where we could openly discuss our cur-
riculum concerns.  Her hard work and follow through 
have been greatly appreciated as has that of our Prin-
cipal, Jim Murray.  Thank you both so much! 

 Last but definitely not least, thanks to the parent 
members of this committee.  Your commitment and 
time are irreplaceable and truly make a difference in 
the education of ALL our children. Best wishes and 
congratulations to all of you who are ñgraduating outò 
with your kids!  A special thank you to Amy Pierno, our 
outgoing PTA President whose input and insight have 
been invaluable to all aspects of curriculum.  As she 
takes a seat on the Board of Education, I am sure she 
will continue to look out for our children. 

 A warm welcome to next yearôs HS Curriculum  
Chairperson, Patti Silver and next yearôs HS PTA 
President, Jonathan Mosenson. We were pleased to 
have them join our last meeting where we addressed 
outstanding issues from this school year and set the 
tentative agenda for next year. 

 It has been a privilege to be part of this commit-
tee. Wishing a wonderful summer to all. 

     

   
    ~ Linda Jakobs 
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MARK  YOUR CALENDAR ! 

June 11           Officersô Roundtable 
 
July 31 -    
August 2                NYS PTA Summer             
                                 Leadership Conference 
 
August 27  Membership and Reflections 
   Conference 
 
September 24 Resolutions Workshop 
 
October 14 Fall Conference 
 
November 13ð15 NYS PTA Convention 
 
 
 
Go online to www.nassaupta.org  for more information.  

PTA MISSION 

The mission of the PTA is threefold: 

 To support and speak on behalf of children 
and youth in the schools, in the community, 
and before government bodies and other  
organizations that make decisions affecting 
children; 

 

 To assist parents in developing the skills 
they need to raise and protect their children; 

 

 To encourage parent and public involvement 
in the public schools of this nation. 

 

Wishing a  happy 

and  healthy  

summer to all~! 

 

Plainview Old Bethpage 

PTA Council 

FOUNDERôS DAY 

2010  

will take place  

Wednesday, March 10th  

at  

Crest Hollow Country Club  

Woodbury, N.Y.  

 

 

Linda Englander and Patti Silver  

 


